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Skating toward a Bright Future and to the Ovmpics in
2014
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out surfing, boogie boarding and skate boarding, is NOT where
one would expect to find the only nationally-ranked
competitive African-American ice dancing team in the entire
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But that's exactly where you'll find 14-year old Kassy Kova and
her 18-year old ice dancing partner, Justin Ross.

OWe have just begun our fourth year of partnership together,
in what we see as a long-term commitment to reach our goal
of becoming Mational Ice-Dance champions, and Qlympic
competitors(], declares Kassy, with fierce determination in her
eyes. We placed 7th at US Figure Skating Junior National
Championships in Salt Lake City, UT, in a field of the twenty

three best intermediate-level ice dancing teams in America.

This is just one small step on the long road ahead for these two dedicated athletes in an unusual
competitive sport for African Americans.

Ice Dancing -- an unusual sport indeed for Kassy whose parents arrived in San Diego from Africa the
year before she was born. She wound up on the ice at the tender age of two, because her older sister fell in
love with the sport - so the family was spending most of their free time inside a frozen rink. The cool
climes of an ice rink seemed pretty appealing when San Diego summer days sizzled. San Diego's warm
and sunny climate also propelled Justin Ross into skating. His morn sent Justin and siblings to the
neighborhood rink for some cool summer fun, and he stuck with it.

Kassy and Justin formed a Juvenile ice dancing team in the summer of 2005, qualifying to compete at
their first Junior National Championships in Colorado barely five months after getting together. Their
strong first free dance performance on the national stage earned them an entry into the final rounds of
competition, a thrill for this young teamn. This past December, Kova and Ross performed their personal
best at their third appearance at a US Figure Skating Junior Championships, resulting in a 7th place
national finish in a field of the top twenty four Intermediate-level ice dancing teams in Arnerica! Their
steady climb over the first three years gives reason to count on a bright future for them on the national
and international ice dancing scene!
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about her tearn. O And what's best is that no matter how hard they are working& [ she continues, "they

are having the time of their livesi"J

help contribute toward some of the team's expenses. The determination is there. They know what they

are aiming for - national and international-level medals and in a few years, a shot at the Olympics. They
will pour their hearts into achieving it. The bright California sun is shining on their bright future.




